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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 
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1. A data conversion apparatus// converting data 



including audio contents tcr super ydistr/Lbution format data 
and outputting the super distribution^ format data to be 
supplied to an external recording apparatus to be recorded 
therein^ 

j/said super distribution format data including said 
audio contents and attribute information which represents 
at least a charge condition periryitting a copy of the audio 
contents/^ 



said data conversion apg/a^atus comprising: 

a data transmi/ssio^/receiving section / for 

and from an external 



/ 
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transmitting and receiving 
equipment^ 

a data format judging section ^or judging whether 
or not the data is of a super distribution format;/ 

/ r 

an attribute information obtaining section /for 
identifying the audio contents of the data and obtaining 
the attribute information corresponding to the identified 
audio contents from t/ie external equipment via said data 
transmission/receiving section;^J 

a data format conversion section jfor converting 
the audio contents/ together with the obtained attribute 
information to the/ super distribution data format^ and 

a obntroller controlling said data 
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transmission/receiving section, data format jndging section, 
attribute information obtaining section^ a/d data format 
conversion section, 

^/wherein, in the case where said d^/ta format judging 
section judges that the received data lis not of the super 
distribution format, said attribute information obtaining 
section is so controlled as to obtain the attribute 
information corresponding to the au&io contents from the 
external equipment, and wherein saig data format conversion 
section is so controlled as to aarivert the received audio 
contents together with the obtained attribute information 
into the super distributioh f/rnLt data, so that the 
resultant data converted to Nthe/ super distribution data 
format is outputted and supplied to the external recording 
apparatus . 



2. The data conversion apparatus as claimed in claim 
1 further comprising data ^outputting section, wherein in 
the case where said data format judging section judges that 
20 the received data is of the super distribution format, said 
roller so controls s^ic 



contrc 



/ 



Ld data outputting section as to 



supply the received super distribution format data to said 



z 



external recording apparatus 
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The data conversion apparatus as claimed in claim 
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2 further comprising: recording section for recording the 
super distribution format data; and 

charging section for Executing a charging 
operation based on the charge condition of the attribute 
information, 

wherein said controller so contr/ols said charging section 
as to execute the charging / operation of the super 
distribution format data based/ on the charge condition of 
the attribute information ^hen a copy of the super 
distribution format data out of said recording section 

lied to said ext'erna 




1 recording apparatus to be 



is supp 
recorded therein. 



4. The data conversion apparatus as claimed in claim 
3, wherein said data transmission/receiving section 
includes a data read-out portion for reading the data out 
of a disc medium recorded with the data containing the 
audio contents and includes a network interface which 
receives the attribute information corresponding to ■■ the 
audio contents from an external server via a digital 
network, 

and wherein said ^attribute information obtaining section 
obtains identification information read out of the disc 
medium and transmits the obtained identification 
information to the external server via the digital network 
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and receives attribute information corresponding to the 
audio data recorded in the disc medium/from the external 
server * 



5. The data conversion apparat/us as claimed in claim 
4, wherein said attribute information obtaining section 
obtains the identification information of the disc medium 
by way ojTuse' s ydirect input operation thereof. 



aratus as claimed in claim 
ormation obtaining section 
ation of the disc medium 
tes and reproduction time of 




6. The data conversio 
4, wherein said attribute^ 
obtains the identification 
by extracting the number o 



the audio contents recorded in the disc medium 




7. The data conversion apparatus as claimed in claim 
4, wherein said network interface is connected to an 
external charging devihe via the digital network so that 
said charging section /executes the charging operation based 
on the charge information in cooperation with the external 
charging device. 



8. A dat^l conversion method ^converting data 
including audio /contents to super distribution format data 
and outputting / the super distribution format data to be 



supplied to an external recording sta/e to be recorded 
thereinT^j 

said super distribution format / data including said 
audio contents and attribute information which represents 
at least a charge condition permitting a copy of the audio 
contents, " 



said data c onversion method comprising the steps of; 
' transmitting and receiving data to and from an 

external equipment ; 

judging whether /or y^ot the data is of a /guper 
distribution format ; 



identifying the 
obtaining the attribute 



audysp contents of the data and 
L inf o^maXiori^ corresponding to the 
identified audio contents X ron / the external equipment; 



converting the ^audio contents together with the 

obtained attribute information to the super distribution 

data format; and 

controlling said data transmission/receiving step, 
/ 

data format judging step, attribute information obtaining 
step and data format/ conversion step, 

r ! 

/wherein, in the case where said data format judging 

i / 

step judges that /the received data is not of the super 
distribution format, said attribute information obtaining 

/ 

step is so jontrolled as to obtain the attribute 
information corresponding to the audio contents from the 



/ 
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external equipment, and wherein said data format conversion 
step is so controlled as to convert utie received audio 
contents together with the obtained at/tribute information 
into the super distribution format / data, so that the 
resultant data converted to the super distribution data 
format is outputted and supplied to/the external recording 
stageTj^ 

9. The data conversion met/hod as claimed in claim 8 
further comprising a data outmiyctting step, wherein in the 
case where said data format /judg\!s^ig step judges that the 
received data is of the super d/ist^Hrbution format, said 
control step so controls sai&l d^tta outputting step as to 
supply the received super di/stribution format data to said 
external recording stage. 

10. The data conversion method as claimed in claim 9 
further comprising the / steps of: recording the super 
distribution format data/; and 

/ 

executing a / charging operation based on the 
charge condition of the attribute information, 
wherein said control step so controls said charging step as 
to execute the charging operation of the super distribution 
format data based on the charge condition of the attribute 
information when at copy of the super distribution format 
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data read out by said recording step i^ supplied to said 
external recording stage to be recorded /therein. 

11. The data conversion method as claimed in claim 10, 
wherein said data transmission/rece/iving step includes a 
data read-out step for reading the data out of a disc 
medium recorded with the data containing the audio contents 
and includes a data receiving step receiving the attribute 
information corresponding to the audio contents by a 
network interface from an external server via a digital 
network, / / \J 

and wherein said attribute/ information obtaining step 
obtains identification inf ormatiyoiSs^read out of the disc 
medium and transmits the obtained identification 
information to the external/ server via the digital network 
and receives attribute information corresponding to the 
audio data recorded in th/e disc medium from the external 
server . 



20 12. The data conversion method as claimed in claim 11, 

wherein said attribute/ information obtaining step obtains 
the identification information of the disc medium by way of 
^se^j~direct input operation thereof. 

25 13. The data conversion method as claimed in claim 11, 
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wherein said attribute information obtawiing step obtains 
the identification information of tt/e disc medium by 
extracting the number of pieces and Reproduction time of 
the audio contents recorded in the disc medium. 
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14. The data conversion method as claimed in claim 11, 
wherein the network interface is /connected to an external 
charging device via the digital network so that said 
charging step executes the charging operation based on the 
charge information in co^p^ation with the external 
charging device. 





/data conversion method^/ converting data including audio 
contents to super distribution format data and outputting 
jthe super distribution format data to be supplied to an 
external recording stage to be recorded therein, 

said super distribution format data including said 
audio contents and/ attribute information which represents 
at least a charge /condition permitting a copy of the audio 



contents, 

^/said data Conversion method comprising the steps of; 

transmitting and receiving data to and from an 
external equipment ; 
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judging whether or not the d^ca is of a super 
distribution format ; 

identifying the audio contents of the data and 
obtaining the attribute information Corresponding to the 
identified audio contents from the external equipment; 

converting the audio cont/ents together with the 
obtained attribute information to/ the super distribution 
data format; and 

controlling said data t/ransmission/receiving step, 
data format judging step, attfr\Lbute information obtaining 
step and data format conversion step, 

wherein, in the case wliera said data format judging 
step judges that the receiy^d / d^t-a- is not of the super 
distribution format, said Attribute information obtaining 
step is so controlled / as to obtain the attribute 
information corresponding/ to the audio contents from the 
external equipment, and wherein said data format conversion 
step is so controlled /as to convert the received audio 
contents together with/ the obtained attribute information 
into the super distribution format data, so that ,the 
resultant data converted to the super distribution data 
format is outputted/and supplied to the external recording 
stage 
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The proygram storage medium as claimed in claim 15 



further comprising a data outputting sfep, wherein in the 
case where said data format judging sftep judges that the 
received data is of the super distribution format, said 
control step so controls said data /outputting step as to 
supply the received super distribution format data to said 
external recording stage. 

17. The program storage medium as claimed in claim 16 
further comprising the ste^( of: recording the super 
distribution format data; and 

executing a charg'injt^ operation based on the 
charge condition of the attr/ibidte Xxif ormation, 
wherein said control step s.o^controls said charging step as 
to execute the charging operation of the super distribution 
format data based on the /charge condition of the attribute 
information when a copy/ of the super distribution format 
data read out by said ^recording step is supplied to said 
external recording stage to be recorded therein. 

18. The program/ storage medium as claimed in claim 17, 
wherein said data t'ransmission/receiving step includes a 
data read-out step/ for reading the data out of a disc 
medium recorded wi^h the data containing the audio contents 
and includes a data receiving step receiving the attribute 
information corresponding to the audio contents by a 



network interface from an external server via a digital 
network, 

and wherein said attribute information obtaining step 
obtains identification information read out of the disc 
medium and transmits the obt/ined identification 
information to the external server via the digital network 
and receives attribute information corresponding to the 
audio data recorded in the disc /medium from the external 
server* 




19. The program storagp Wedium as claimed in claim 18, 
wherein said attribute inf irm'apon obtaining step obtains 
the^identif ication information <j>f\the disc medium by way of 
s/direct input operation) 





20. The program storage medium as claimed in claim 18, 
wherein said attribute information obtaining step obtains 
the identification information of the disc medium by 
extracting the number of pieces and reproduction time of 
the audio contents recorded in the disc medium. 



21. The program /storage medium as claimed in claim 18, 
wherein the network ^Interface is connected to an external 
charging device via the digital network so that said 
charging step execu/es the charging operation based on the 



* 



56 



charge information in cooperation with the external 
charging devLa 
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